
You've probably used Dropbox, Google Drive, or OneDrive at some point. They're convenient — but
they come with a trade-off most people don't think about: your files are sitting on someone else's
servers, governed by their privacy policies, subject to their pricing changes, and accessible to them
if they ever decide to look.

What if you could have all the convenience of cloud storage, but with full control over where your
data actually lives? That's exactly what Nextcloud offers — and it's one of the reasons we at
Tranquil IT use and recommend it to our customers.

Nextcloud is an open-source file sharing and collaboration platform. Think of it as your own private
version of Google Drive — you get file storage, syncing across devices, sharing with others, and
much more, but the data is hosted on a server that you (or your IT provider) controls.

It's not a subscription service owned by a tech giant. It's software that runs on your own
infrastructure, which means your files stay yours — full stop.

Nextcloud is used by everyone from individuals protecting their personal photos to large
organisations managing sensitive business documents. It's trusted by governments, healthcare
providers, and businesses across the world precisely because of the privacy and control it offers.

Nextcloud Explained: The
Smart, Private Alternative to
Dropbox and Google Drive

So, What Is Nextcloud?

Why Nextcloud Stands Out
Your Data Stays Private



With services like Google Drive or Dropbox, your files are stored on their servers — in data centres
you have no visibility into, under terms and conditions that can change at any time. Nextcloud flips
this entirely. Your data is stored on infrastructure you control, and nobody else has access to it
unless you choose to share it.

For businesses handling client data, sensitive documents, or anything subject to data protection
regulations like GDPR, this isn't just a nice-to-have — it's essential.

Nextcloud isn't some clunky, complicated alternative that requires a technical degree to use. It has
apps for Windows, Mac, iPhone, and Android that sync your files automatically in the background —
just like Dropbox or OneDrive. You can also access everything through a web browser from any
device.

Sharing a file or folder with someone is as simple as generating a link, just like you would in Google
Drive. You can set permissions, add passwords to shared links, and set expiry dates — giving you
far more control than most mainstream services offer.

With commercial cloud services, you're at the mercy of their pricing decisions. Storage plans get
restructured, free tiers shrink, and prices go up. With Nextcloud, your storage capacity is defined
by the hardware it runs on — and scaling up is straightforward.

For businesses in particular, this predictability makes budgeting much simpler.

Nextcloud isn't just a place to park your files. It's a full collaboration platform. Out of the box (and
through its extensive library of apps), it supports:

Nextcloud Talk — secure video calls and messaging, without your conversations passing
through a third-party server
Nextcloud Calendar and Contacts — sync your calendar and address book across all
your devices
Collaborative document editing — work on documents together in real time, similar to
Google Docs

It Works Just Like the Cloud Storage You
Already Know

No Surprise Price Hikes or Storage Limits
Dictated by Someone Else

It Goes Way Beyond File Storage



Automatic photo backup — your phone's photos can back up directly to your
Nextcloud, just like iCloud or Google Photos
Task management — keep track of to-dos without a separate app

It essentially replaces several different subscription services in one.

Nextcloud is developed by a large open-source community and a dedicated security team. Because
the code is open source, it's continuously scrutinised by security researchers around the world —
which actually makes it more transparent and trustworthy than closed, proprietary alternatives.

It supports end-to-end encryption, two-factor authentication, audit logging, and fine-grained access
controls. For businesses, these aren't optional extras — they're built in.

If you've read our guides on backing up your Mac or Windows PC, you'll be familiar with the 3-2-1
backup rule — keeping 3 copies of your data, on 2 different types of storage, with 1 copy stored
offsite.

Nextcloud fits perfectly into this strategy as your offsite copy. Because it runs on a separate server
(either on your premises in a different location, or hosted by a provider like Tranquil IT), your
Nextcloud instance acts as an independent, always-available backup of your important files —
separate from your local devices entirely.

Copy Method Location

Original Your PC or Mac At home / office

Backup 1 External hard drive (Time Machine /
File History)

At home / office

Backup 2 Nextcloud Offsite server or hosted infrastructure

Combined with automatic sync from your devices, Nextcloud means your files are protected and
accessible — even if your local hardware fails completely.

It's Built With Security in Mind

How Nextcloud Fits Into the 3-2-1
Backup Strategy



Nextcloud is a great fit if you:

Want full control and privacy over where your files are stored
Are a business handling sensitive or regulated data
Are tired of paying increasing subscription fees to multiple cloud services
Want a single platform for file storage, sharing, communication, and collaboration
Are looking to tick the "offsite backup" box in your data protection strategy

It does require a server to run on — which is where Tranquil IT comes in. We can host and manage
a Nextcloud instance for you, handle all the setup and maintenance, and make sure it's properly
secured and backed up. You get all the benefits of Nextcloud without needing to worry about the
technical side.

If you're interested in Nextcloud — whether for your home, your business, or just to understand
whether it's the right fit — we'd love to have a conversation. Get in touch with the Tranquil IT team
and we can walk you through your options.

Email us at support@tranquilit.net or give us a call on 01279 658331.

SEO Recommendations:

Primary keyword: "Nextcloud file sharing" — used in headline and early body copy
Related keywords to use: "Nextcloud backup", "private cloud storage", "Nextcloud vs
Google Drive", "self-hosted cloud storage", "GDPR compliant cloud storage"
Meta description (under 160 chars): "Discover what Nextcloud is, why it's a privacy-
first alternative to Google Drive and Dropbox, and how Tranquil IT can set it up for you."
Internal linking opportunity: Link to the Mac and Windows backup guides, and any
Tranquil IT service pages for hosted solutions
External linking opportunity: Nextcloud's official website (nextcloud.com), GDPR
information pages
Image alt text suggestion: "Nextcloud dashboard showing file storage and sharing
interface on a laptop screen"
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